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Council taken
to task in home
extension row

CAMPAIGNERS who complained
about a resident’s home extension illegally
encroaching on public land are celebrating
after preventing an order to make the
building legal.

Now action group Hands Off Stubbin Lane
want to take Rotherham Borough Council to
task over why the development was allowed
without planning permission.

Homeowner Gary Watson moved his fence outwards and removed banking for the two-storey addition to his Hoober Court home in Upper Haugh.
He told a planning inquiry last November that he
had “exhausted all avenues” in trying to find out
who the land belonged to before building.
Planning Inspector David Wildsmith ruled that a
stopping up order of this type could not be granted
retrospectively.
He said: “For the applicant, the case is simple
and clear. He has regarded a two metre wide strip
of land which lay outside the boundary fene as vacant scrubland, which he wanted to incorporate into
his own garden.
“He argued that the precedent had been set for
this by owners of the neighbouring dwelling.
“Quite clearly, the land in question cannot continue as public highway once contained within a
residential garden and built upon.”
Some objectors said allowing the order could set
up a harmful precedent for others encroaching on
the land.
But Mr Wildsmith concluded that the order had
failed because of “procedural reasons” rather than
the merits of the extension and loss of public land.
He said: “No material harm, in highway terms,
would arise if the order was made. The use of Stubbin Lane as public highway would not be significantly compromised in any way.”
HOSL secretary Sandra Horridge said: “The decision is a victory in terms of what we set out to
achieve, which was to prevent the stopping up order
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from being given.
“We now want to clarify how Rotherham Borough Council can allow an individual to take over
and build on land for his own gain and depriving
the public of a highway.
“We’ve done what we intended so far and will
keep on fighting for the benefit of this public
amenity.”
HOSL barrister Naeem Siraj said: “Unfortunately, in the inspector’s own view, there’s no loss
of public amenity by the highway being obstructed.
“And, very unhelpfully, he says that the applicant
can seek another route, via the council, through
magistrates’ court.
“The council don’t seem very enthusiastic about
preserving this highway, a public amenity.
“What I’m waiting for at the moment is instruction as to prosecution of Mr Watson. I’ve spelled
out to HOSL what should now be done if they want
this building removed from the highway.
“It’s public highway maintained by the local authority at the moment. The council has the onus on
it to preserve and by law, it shouldn’t have been
built on.”
Nearly 70 residents objected to the order. The
council withdrew its statutory objection during the
hearing.
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Revamped
plan is ‘fit
for purpose’
A SCHOOL has redrafted its improvement plan after being placed in
special measures by Ofsted.
The leadership team at Greasbrough
Primary has been altered since January’s
scathing inspection report.
Head teacher Jackie Crawford and
deputy Simon Greaves have been absent
due to illness since January 2013 and November 2012 respectively.
Jane Fearnley, head at Herringthorpe
Junior School, has been brought in as interim consultant head teacher.
Two governors have resigned and
Rotherham Borough Council used its
powers of intervention to elect an additional member, who has since been made
vice-chairman.
A new special needs co-ordinator has
been appointed as well as a supply
teacher to cover Mr Greaves’ class.
Ofsted inspector John Young said: “The
consultant head teacher has added direction and impetus to the school’s efforts to
improve.
“Governors accept the shortcomings
levelled against them in the report and,
with the support of school leaders and the
local authority, they have taken steps to
sharpen their practice.
“The school’s recently redrafted improvement plan is fit for purpose.
“The earlier plan lacked the necessary
detail and coherence between planned actions and how these would address the
areas for improvement.”
A council spokesman added: “We are
now working with the school to support
the leadership in the longer term.”
Newsletters, a parent group and an updated website are helping the school to
communicate better with parents.

