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13.44  In 2004-2005, a series of presentations on CSE were first made to councillors and then  other 
relevant  groups  and  agencies,  led  by  the  external  manager  of  Risky Business,  from  Youth 
Services.    The  presentations  were  unambiguous  about  the nature and extent of the problem. 
They included the following information: 

a)  a description of CSE in Rotherham and its impact on children as young as 12; 

b)  the scale of the problem; 

c)  the  exercise  of  control  through  drugs,  rape  and  physical  force.  In  Rotherham, 

55% of such children had used heroin at least once per week; 40% had been raped; 73% had 
sexual health problems; 33% had attempted suicide. Most had self harmed; and 

d)  the section on perpetrators mentioned an Asian family involved with taxi firms, and 
identified 50 people, 45 of whom were Asian, 4 were white, and 1 African-Caribbean. 

13.45  Attendees were provided with background information listing the known addresses of 
alleged activity, including hotels and takeaways in Rotherham.

 It also included taxi companies  alleged  to  be  involved,  and  case  studies  of  three  girls.

  In total,  Risky Business supported 319 girls on either a one to one or group work basis over an 18-
month period from April 2004 until October 2005. 

The presentation was made at the end  of  2004  to  the  Rotherham  Children  and  Young  People's 
Board,  with  six councillors present, including the Leader. 

The following April, a further presentation was made to 30 councillors.  

The explicit content meant that by 2005 few members or senior officers could  
say 'we didn't know'. Similar material had been passed to the Police in 2001 
by Risky Business on behalf of the local agencies.

Repeated on page 101
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…..none could recall the issue ever being discussed in the Labour Group until 2012…..  it  is 
extraordinary that the Labour Group, which dominated the Council, failed to discuss CSE until then.
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Elected Members Witnesses: Councillor Roger Stone  Councillor Paul Lakin    Deputy Leader , 
Councillor Caven Vines, Councillor Ann Russell, Councillor John Turner & Councillor John Doyle.

Mahroof Hussain? 

The Former Cabinet Member for Community Cohesion from May, 2005 to May, 2007 (Chair)

The Former Cabinet Member for Community Development and Engagement from June 2007 to July, 
2010 (Chair)

Current  Cabinet,  Cabinet Member for Communities and Cohesion (Chair)

The Former Democratic and Resources Scrutiny Panel - Oct 2000 to May 2005 (Vice-Chairman)
The Former Our Future Devolution, Empowerment and Communities Group

External Groups
    Mosque Liaison Group
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The  issue  of  race,  regardless  of  ethnic  group,  should  be  tackled  as  an  absolute priority  if  it  is 
known  to  be  a  significant  factor  in  the  criminal  activity  of  organised abuse in any local 
community.  There was little evidence of such action being taken in  Rotherham  in  the  earlier 
years.  Councillors  can  play  an  effective  role  in  this, especially  those  representing  the 
communities  in  question,  but  only  if  they  act  as facilitators of communication rather than 
barriers to it.  One senior officer suggested that some  influential  Pakistani-heritage  councillors  in 
Rotherham  had  acted  as barriers.

“a small  number  of  councillors  had  demanded  that  social workers reveal the whereabouts of  
these women or effect reconciliation rather than supporting the women to make up their own  
minds”
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“Both the Council and the Police used traditional channels of communication with the 
Pakistani-heritage community for many years on general issues of child protection. 
There seemed, from all accounts, to be very few, if any, specific discussions of CSE, 
though this was difficult to verify. These contacts were almost exclusively with men”.

The  UK  Muslim  Women's  Network  produced  a  report  on  CSE  in  September  2013 
….  It  highlighted  that  Asian  girls  were  being  sexually exploited where authorities were failing 
to identify or support them. They were most vulnerable  to  men  from  their  own  communities 
who  manipulated  cultural  norms  to prevent  them  from  reporting  their  abuse.    It  described 
how  this  abuse  was  being carried out. 'Offending behaviour mostly involved men operating in 



groups . . . The victim  was  being  passed  around  and  prostituted  amongst  many  other  men. 
Our research also showed that complex grooming ‘hierarchies’ were at play. 
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Too…. much reliance by agencies on traditional community leaders such as 
elected members and imams as being the primary conduit of communication with the 
Pakistani-heritage community.  The Inquiry spoke to several  Pakistani-heritage 
women who felt disenfranchised by this and thought it was a barrier to people coming 
forward to talk about CSE. Others believed there was wholesale denial of the problem 
in the Pakistani-heritage community in the same way that other forms of abuse were 
ignored.  Representatives  of  women's  groups  were  frustrated  that  interpretations  of 
the  Borough's  problems  with  CSE  were  often  based  on  an  assumption  that  similar 
abuse did not take place in their own community and therefore concentrated mainly 
on young white girls. 
 
Both women and men from the community voiced strong concern that other than two 
meetings in 2011, there had been no direct engagement with them about CSE over the 
past  15  years,  and  this  needed  to  be  addressed  urgently,  rather  than  'tiptoeing' 
around the issue. 
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By  late  2009,  when  the  Minister  of  State  served  an  Improvement  Notice  on  the 
Council for  its  children's  safeguarding  services, there  is  no  doubt that the  systems 
and  operations  for  protecting  Rotherham's  children  were  unsafe.
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From 2003 to the present, articles have appeared in the Times Newspaper critical of 
the response to child sexual exploitation on the part of South Yorkshire Police and 
the Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council.
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April 2005 - A  seminar  for  all  Council  members  was  organised  on  the  subject  of  child  sexual 
exploitation.  30 elected members attended.  CSE would be a principal theme in the 
3-year Community Safety Strategy.



Elections

Name of Candidate Description (if any) Number of 
Votes*

BINGHAM Christopher James 
Edward

Trade Unionists and Socialists Against 
Cuts 118

KRAMER Christian Carl Backer The Conservative Party Candidate 424
MAHMOOD Raisah Jan Respect (George Galloway) 267
MCNEELY Rose Margaret Labour Party Candidate 1428 Elected
MEHARBAN Mohammed Liberal Democrat 136
SHORT Peter Gerard John UK Independence Party (UKIP) 1267




