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Child Sex Exploitation in Rotherham: 

Ofsted Inspectors Hoodwinked – Ofsted Viewed Rotherham’s 

Safeguarding Processes as a STRENGTH? 

 

In a letter to Paul Lakin, Leader of Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council, Councillor Caven Vines, 
Leader of UKIP Rotherham acknowledged Ofsted’s role in helping to understand how and why 
safeguarding processes in Rotherham broke down.   
 
 
Focusing on the Report of Ofsted Inspectors in 2011 Councillor Vines said  
 

“We need to understand how Ofsted Inspectors were misled in their last investigation in 
2011, to the extent that they rated Rotherham’s provisions for Children Services as 
adequate.  
 
In addition the Inspectors were so misled by  
“improvements made to safeguarding, including front-line arrangements”  
that Ofsted removed Rotherham’s Children’s Services from government intervention.” 
 

Councillor Vines drew attention to the staggering fact that Ofsted Inspectors were so misled by the council’s 
officers , the then cabinet member for Children’s Services, the then Leader of the Council and the then Chief 
Executive of the Council that they judged Rotherham’s safeguarding processes as a strength! 
 
Councillor Caven Vines went on to say 
 
. 
 

“We need to know how the Ofsted Inspectors were so misled 

 Were they misled because Ms Thacker, Shaun Wright, Martin Kember, Roger Stone and others 
“conspired” to frustrate and mislead the Ofsted inspectors. 



  
 

 
 
 If this was the case then there are valuable learnings for Ofsted as an organisation as well as 
grounds for actions to be brought against the named individuals and all those involved. 
 

 

 
 
 
##Ends##  

 

 

 

Notes to editors 

For more information contact Caven Vines on   
 
07908 461137  
 
e-mail – Caven.vines.ukip.rotherham@gmail.com 
 
Caven Vines is the UKIP councillor for Rawmarsh.  
Caven has lived in the Rotherham area all his life. His political career started as an independent councillor, 
where he represented Rotherham West for two years and successfully championed tackling anti-social 
behaviour in the ward. 

He has been a member of South Yorkshire Police Authority.  
Caven is currently the Leader of UKIP Rotherham, the official opposition group on Rotherham Council. 
 
He serves as a member of  
 

 the Overview and Scrutiny Management Board, and 

 Corporate Parenting Panel, and  

 the newly established Rotherham Improvement Board set up to provide oversight, support and 
challenge to Rotherham’s improvement and transformation following the publication of the Jay report 
into child sexual exploitation in Rotherham. 
  


