
 

Application of RMBC for the stopping up of Stubbin Lane, Upper Haugh, under s.116 Highways Act 

(1980) before Sheffield Magistrate’s Court 30th January 2018. 

Notice had been given in the local newspaper (15 Dec 2017) and the London Gazette(18 Dec 2017) 

that the application was due to be heard at 14:00 on 30th January before magistrates and those 

wishing to object would be able do so at the hearing. 

It emerged, however, that RMBC had only applied for a ten-minute hearing.  

Immediately prior to the hearing, Cllr. Cowles, Leader of the Opposition in Rotherham and opposed 

to the stopping up of Stubbin Lane, was approached by the presenting solicitor for RMBC. He 

informed the presenting solicitor that he was not only objecting to the application himself, but also 

represented a significant number of members of the local community who wished to object. Having 

been informed that the hearing was merely for directions, he had brought a list of those individuals, 

but they had not attended.  

On learning of the number of people wishing to object and represented by Cllr. Cowles, in addition 

to those who had attended the hearing in order to object, the presenting solicitor proposed seeking 

directions for an alternative date and an appropriate amount of time for the objectors to be heard. 

The nature of the application was presented to the bench, as were the present circumstances. 

Applications under s.116 are not commonly brought before the Court and the number of objectors 

means two days are potentially required for the hearing. It was suggested that the application 

should therefore be listed before a district judge.  

Directions were sought from the bench.  

The bench directs as follows: 

1. RMBC to serve the application for the stopping up of Stubbin Lane on all known objectors 

within 7 days. 

2. Within 14 days thereafter objectors are to serve written objections on RMBC. 

3. To be listed before district judge for case management on 27th February 2018 and then listed 

for a full contested hearing. 

It was agreed that Cllr. Cowles would receive service of the application on behalf of the individual 

objectors he was representing. The remaining objectors would provide their contact details for 

service of the application.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


